Although many pathogenic isolates of F. solani have been reported in Japan, they were all heterothallic. Perithecia of N. haematococca were found on decayed trees in Iriomote-island of Okinawa prefecture3). This fungus from Phalaenopsis and Doritaenopsis seems to be the first homothallic N. haematococca with demonstrated pathogenicity found in Japan.
The possibility that fungi having weak pathogenicity may acquire strong pathogenicity in the course of alternation of the culture practices was discussed by Arie et al.1). The pathogenic strain of N. haematococca in this study is probably one of such examples, and may possibly be a dangerous soil-borne pathogen for other crops.
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